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October 10, 1956 



At the EUR Directors meeting on October 8 you suggested I give you 
a memorandum on jay view3 of the prospects of German military build-up. 

As I said on that occasion, I am somewhat skeptical as to whether the 
Germans will in fact create forces of the order- of magnitude envisaged by 
their present force goals. The Gexmans have continued to assure us that 
they will do so and that they would accomplish the build-up within the 
time period which they have envisaged, that is, 3 years for the Army and 
h years for the Air Force and Navy, There has been considerable skepticism 
within Germany itself as to whether these goals could be achieved within the 
time period envisaged, and a growing question as to whether forces of this 
order of magnitude are in fact necessary or desirable. While the Germans 
continue to maintain formally their position that the build-up will be 
achieved, it is apparent that a substantial slippage is now seriously 
accepted. Furthermore, the slippage is of a character wliich would permit 
z downward alteration in the size and character of the forces without any 
great difficulty. 



The factors militating against the achievement of the German force 
goals are serious. Not only is there little enthusiasm for creating a 
military force but a definite hostility to the idea on the part of some 
segments of public opinion. There have been incidents, for example, of 
personnel recruiting for the armed forces being attacked. 

The factors militating against a full German build-up can be 
summarized as follows a 

(1) Disillusionment over Germany's experience during the war, 

(2) Lack of belief that there is an immediate Soviet threat, 
coupled with a fear that the creation of German forces and German 
membership in NATO constitute a bar to reunification, 

(3) Questions as to whether the forces projected for the German 
build-up, which are the same as those envisaged in 19$1, are really 
necessary in the light of the development of new weapons. 



o 



A 




\Jy (U) Concern that the cost of the projected forces will consti- 

^-^ tute an undue burden on the German economy and impair the ability of 
the Federal Republic to cariy out necessary social welfare programs. 
The effect of two world wars on the population structure of Germany 

will make 
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and the labor forces will be most severe, 

(M The difficulty of initiating a substantial draft during an 
(6) The <m ^^^{ ". " action of the* 12 months conscription 
SS^t^tiil^ rf tt.^S2S Ministry to have three draft 
P £l irine tqS of about U0,000 men each. The manpower goal for 
calls during g57 of a douj uu^ & aubatantial m^ase 
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concept as to what .^.^^L^a picture of Oeman thinking from 
months we may be abl* to ^^^^Srpattem of their equipment 
XSr ant STSifw * whi£°C hatdle the training of men 
brought into the forces • 

we will report them. 
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